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(mounted behind them) were sent out to divert the enemy and do
what they could, which was nothing at all, owing to the enemy's
speed and impetuosity. Ours were immediately dispersed and
returned, flying in hopeless disorder.
Wherefore it was necessary for us and Your Majesty's fiscal to go
out in person to lead them in military formation, but with so poor a
showing that including foot and horse there were not 200 men, and
these unarmed and so frightened that although they saw us in the
van with some gentlemen and honourable persons on horseback, in
grave danger from the musketry fire which rained upon all, not a
man stood his ground to fire his harquebus. Our remonstrances
were useless, as were the captains' exhortations to attack the enemy.
From the sea the enemy's ships supported the land forces with
countless balls which they fired upon us.
In brief, it became necessary to retire, because to do anything else
was fruitless, hopeless temerity.
The enemy entered the city without loss except by one cannon
shot fired from the gate by which they came in to take the place,
as taken it they have and the fortress as well which has no defence
against attack firom this side.
So far it is not known that more than three or four persons have
been killed.
With some few persons who accompanied us we took our depar-
ture, reserving ourselves for a better occasion, if God will provide it.
With some gentlemen who belong to this island, we are seven or
eight leagues firom the city, seeking to do what can be done, which
is to remove supplies in order that hunger may compel these people
to depart.
We are seeking to assemble some force, to meet whatever may
offer. We will do our duty to the death, as we should. We do not
know where the president, responsible for the civil and military
government, and Licentiate Arceo are.
We decided to advise Your Majesty, that the remedy commen-
surate with so grave need and misfortune may be provided. In
addition to the credit lost, Your Majesty puts to the hazard not only
this island but all the Indies to which it is the key, as Your Majesty
knows better than any. As things now stand not only the city but
also the property of all its citizens are in the enemy's possession, ours
included. We saved only the horses upon which we rode, nor do we
hope for anything but death itself with which to settle our debt. In
all that has occurred to the present moment, we have done our duty,
as Your Majesty will be duly informed by unprejudiced persons.